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CONEIDENTIAL SEOUL 3220 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEGS KS 

SUBJ: ROK TERRITORIAL WATERS LAW DECREE 
REF: SEOUL 3172 (NOTAL) 

1. SEOUL PRESS APRIL 18 AND 19 CARRIED SEVERAL ARTICLES 
INDICATING GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE CHAIRED BY PRIME MINISTER 
CHOE HAD REACHED "EINAL" DECISION ON DECREE IMPLEMENTING LAW 
ON 12-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA. STORIES INDICATE DECREE WILL 
PROVIDE THREE-MILE LIMIT IN KOREA STRAIT, WITH 12-MILE LIMIT 
ELSEWHERE, ALL TO BE EEFECTIVE APRIL 30. SOME PAPERS REPORT 
THAT DECISION ON CHEJU STRAIT WILL BE DELAYED UNTIL JUNE, BUT 
KOREA TIMES PUBLISHED MAP INDICATING TERRITORIAL SEAS WILL 
INCLUDE ENTIRE CHEJU STRAIT AREA. 

2. EMBASSY OEFICER SPOKE TO EOREIGN MINISTRY OEEICIAL CONCERNED 
APRIL 19. OFEICIAL DENTED THAT ANY EINAL DECISION HAD BEEN MADE 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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ON ACTUAL DECREE ISSUANCE, ALTHOUGH HE DID CONFIRM THERE 
HAD BEEN A COMMITTEE REVIEW AS REPORTED. HE SAID LAW 
REQUIRES SOME ACTION BY APRIL 30 BUT STATED IT HAS NOT 
YET BEEN DECIDED IE EULL IMPLEMENTATION DECREE, INCLUDING 
SPECIEICS OF INNOCENT PASSAGE REGIME, WILL BE ISSUED THIS 
MONTH OR NOT. HE CONEIRMED PREVIOUS INTENT TO ESTABLISH 
THREE-MILE LIMIT IN KOREA STRAIT, BUT SAID PLAN TO INCLUDE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CHEJU STRAIT IN TERRITORIAL WATERS REMAINS IN EFFECT. 

3. COMMENT: JAPANESE EMBASSY OFFICIAL F ART TER IN WEEK 
HAD REPORTED THEY EXPECT ROKG TO DELAY IMPLEMENTATION OF 
LAW UNTIL JUNE, TO SEE WHAT ACTION TRANSPIRES ON CONTINENTAL 
SHELF LEGISLATION. THIS OF COURSE REMAINS A KEY QUESTION 
IN THE CONTINUING SHUFFLE ON THIS SUBJECT, AND ROK ACTION 
IS PROBABLY IN RESPONSE TO RECENT DIET MOVES. MAIN POINT 
AT ISSUE IN THAT CONTEXT, AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, WILL 
BE HOW MUCH ROK BASE LINES IMPINGE ON JOINT ROK- 
JAPAN FISHING AREA. HOWEVER, IT MAY ALSO BE THAT ROKG IS 
CONSIDERING SOME VARYING OPTIONS FOR THE INNOCENT PASSAGE 
REGIME. 

SNEIDER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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